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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 STATE 14I53I 
ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 TRSE-00 CAB-05 CIAE-00 
COME-00 DODE-00 DOTE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 EPG-02 
FAA-00 L-03 SS-I5 NSC-05 /057 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/OA/AVP:JMROBERTS:PMA 
APPROVED BY EB/OA/AVP:AJWHITE 
CUSTOMS :EGRAPLE (SUBS) 

DOC:BCWEBB (SUBS) 

DOC:EGRAUMAN 

EB/OA/AVP:SCKEITER 

180853Z 127719/21 

R 172145Z JUN 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS STATE 141531 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, FR 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: SEABOARD INQUIRY 

REE: PARIS 17190 

1 . DEPTOFE WAS INFORMED BY DEPT OP COMMERCE OPFICIAL 
THAT AIR FRANCE IS NOT ACCORDED NOR IS ELIGIBLE FOR 

DUTY FREE TREATMENT OF AVIATION GROUND EQUIPMENT IMPORTED 
INTO US TO SERVICE AIR PRANCE AIRCRAFT. 

2. BY VIRTUE OF THEIR STATUTORY AUTHORITY, DEPARTMENT 
OF COMMERCE ADVISED TREASURY IN 1967 THAT PRANCE WAS 

NOT ALLOWING EXEMPTION OP DUTY OR TAX FOR AVIATION GROUND 
EQUIPMENT BROUGHT INTO FRANCE FOR AIRCRAFT OF US REGISTRY 
ENGAGED IN FOREIGN TRADE. ACCORDINGLY, TREASURY PUBLISHED 
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A DECISION, TD 67-96(1), WHICH HOLDS THAT AVIATION 
GROUND EQUIPMENT IMPORTED INTO THE US FOR USE BY FRENCH 
REGISTERED AIRCRAFT IS NOT EXEMPT FROM US DUTY OR TAX. 

3. FYI: ALTHOUGH THE DEPARTMENT HAS ATTEMPTED IN THE 
PAST TO EFFECT A RECIPROCAL ARRANGEMENT WITH FRANCE 
WHICH WOULD PROVIDE FOR DUTY FREE TREATMENT OF AVIATION 
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GROUND EQUIPMENT, THESE EFEORTS HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSEUL. 

IN THE ABSENCE OE AN EMB NOTIEICATION THAT THE FRENCH 
WOULD BE WILLING TO ENTER INTO SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT, 

NEITHER WE NOR DEPARTMENT OE COMMERCE EORESEE ANY 
CHANGE IN THE PRESENT STATUS. VANCE 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 
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